ISP #4
The Congress and How a Bill Becomes Law
 (Text pages 260 to 412)

Name:_____________________________




Period:____

Key Terms:

1. Term_________________________________________________________________

2. Session:_______________________________________________________________

3. Apportined:____________________________________________________________

4. Single-member district:__________________________________________________

5. Gerrymander:__________________________________________________________

6. Constituancy:__________________________________________________________

7. Partisan:______________________________________________________________

8. Oversight function:_____________________________________________________

9. Strict constructionist: ___________________________________________________

10. Liberal constructionist:_________________________________________________

11. Deficit financing:_____________________________________________________

12. Impeach:___________________________________________________________

13. Perjury:____________________________________________________________

14. Censure:___________________________________________________________

15. Speaker of the House:_________________________________________________

16. Seniority rule:_______________________________________________________

17. Conference committee:________________________________________________

18. Bill: _______________________________________________________________________

19. Joint Resolution:_____________________________________________________________

20. Concurrent Resolution:________________________________________________________

21. Resolutions:_________________________________________________________________

22. Rider:______________________________________________________________________

23. Discharge Petition:____________________________________________________________

24. Subcommittee:_______________________________________________________________

25. Quorum:____________________________________________________________________

26. Engrossed:__________________________________________________________________

27. Fillibuster:__________________________________________________________________

28. Cloture:____________________________________________________________________

29. Veto:______________________________________________________________________

30. Pocket veto:________________________________________________________________

The National Legislature:
31. Our bicameral national legislature: (p262)


a. The historical background:


b. The practical background:


c. The theoretical background:


32. The term and session of the Congress (House of Representatives): (p 264)

33. What is the size of the House of Representatives, how is it determined, and how do we apportion the seats in Congress? (p 267)

34. How often do we reapportion the seats in Congress and how is this reapportionment determined? (p 267)

35. What are the formal requirements for members of Congress? (p 272)

36. What are the informal requirements for members of Congress? (p 272)

37. What are the size and term of the United States Senate? (p 274)

38. What are the qualifications for Senators? (p 276)

39. What is the salary of our Congressmen and Senators? (p282)

40. What non-salary compensation does the Congressmen and Senators receive? (p 283)

The Scope of Congressional powers:

41. What are the three sources of Congressional power? (p 290)


a.______________________________


b.______________________________


c.______________________________

42. What is the difference between strict and liberal constructionists? (p291)
43. What are the expressed powers? (p 294 – 304)

a.______________________________


b.______________________________


c.______________________________

d.______________________________


e.______________________________


f.______________________________

g.______________________________


h.______________________________


i.______________________________

44. What judicial power(s) does Congress have? (p 304)

45. What is the necessary and proper clause and what is its significance? (p 305)

46. What are the non-legislative powers of the Congress? (p 310)


a.______________________________


b.______________________________


c.______________________________


d.______________________________


e.______________________________

47. What are standing committees? (p 328)
48. What is a conference committee? (p 333)

How a Bill becomes Law:

49. What are the three types of bills and resolutions? (p 334)

a.______________________________


b.______________________________


c.______________________________

50. What happens when a bill finally gets to the floor of the House of Representatives? (p 338)
51. What is the two speech rule in the House of Representatives? (p 339)

52. What are the different methods used for voting in the House of Representatives? (p 342)

53. What are the Senate rules for debate? (p342)

54. What is a filibuster and why might it be used? (343)

55. What is the Cloture Rule? (p 343)

56. What was the  ”nuclear option” that the Republicans talked about during President Bush’s first term? (Lopez)

57. Why would it be possible to change the Cloture Rule and what function does it play with regards to Compromise, and checks and balances? (Lopez)

58. How can a conference committee be used to avoid a filibuster? (Lopez)

59. What is the role of conference committees? (p 346)

60. What are the President’s options when a bill comes to his desk?

a.______________________________


b.______________________________


c.______________________________


d.______________________________

61. What are signing statements and how does a President use such a statement to avoid vetoing a law? (Lopez)

62. How can the Congress take an action that seems to violate its rules? (Lopez)

